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Set in 1863 America, this play takes place entirely inside the Watch Room of an island lighthouse on Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay. The “Watch Room” is the small circular space immediately beneath the Lamp. The lighthouse is manned by a single keeper, Leban Shadfield, a civilian volunteer and a Unionist. In his self-imposed isolation Shadfield is meticulous, his daily, detailed ministrations to the light interrupted only by spiritual reflection and his love of bird watching.

Shadfield’s routine is broken when he sees a man struggling in the waves. He rescues the swimmer, a member of the Confederate navy, and hides him in the Watch Room. The man’s name is Mickey Leance; he is an Irish planter who moved to Virginia before hostilities and was ordered into the navy on a “skulker ship” as a punishment for abandoning his original foot soldier post.

Leance is of necessity a realist whose experiences at sea have embittered his soul. Shaved bald and branded with a traitor’s letter by the Confederacy, pursued both by his memories of battle and by the brutal captain of the blockade-runner from which he has deserted, he can see no escape from the hangman’s noose in either North or South. Shadfield, by contrast, is an idealist, an ex-missionary to the Indians who until now had viewed the 

lighthouse as his spiritual retreat. Both men, during the course of one week together, are forced into a fundamental encounter with each other and with themselves, gradually coming face-to-face with the real reasons each one is hiding.

Character Breakdown:

Mickey Leance: Early thirties, Irish, illiterate; now a conscript seaman but formerly a planter, with the toughened body of a manual worker. 

Laben Shadfield: A lighthouse keeper, not wealthy but related to wealth, of “original” American stock. Carefully dressed in the uniform of his office. By this time in life, his forties, his personality, too, has been 
forced into the devotion to meticulous detail he has adopted as his creed. 


